
How the disastrous Afghanistan pullout could haunt his presidency
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About twenty percent of the 
world’s earthquakes occur in Ja-
pan, with the country also regu-
larly experiencing typhoons that
cause floods and landslides every
year. In such an extreme climate,
the country’s infrastructure proj-
ects must always consider these
natural challenges.

“In the midst of such a severe
environment, Japanese people
have been in constant dia-
logue with nature since ancient
times, building a society that
is in harmony with the natural
environment rather than con-
fronting it and developing the
infrastructure that forms the
foundation of our society,” says

Yoshiyuki Yagiura, president of 
Kiso-Jiban Consultants Co., Ltd., 
the world’s leading geotechnical 
consulting firm, which has been 
involved in more than 6,000 
overseas projects specializing 
in foundation engineering and 
soil mechanics. “We believe that 
‘green projects’ that match the 
natural environment of Asia will 
become the basis for all future 
infrastructure development.”

The green projects that Kiso-
Jiban Consultants is currently
working on include offshore wind
and geothermal power generation,
surveys and conservation studies

of flora and fauna, and the creation 
of green infrastructure. In doing 
so, the company aims to contrib-
ute to the development of Asian 
countries by linking best-practice 
sustainability with the develop-
ment of conventional engineering.

“For example, Japan is a bit 
delayed when it comes to off-
shore wind power harvesting 
compared to the West and the 
United States,” explains Dr.
Yagiura. “One of the reasons
is that our geology is complex,
therefore, we have to carefully
evaluate the ground condition
and optimize methods of soil in-
vestigation, design, construction
and maintenance to fit the cir-

Ramsar Wetland
(Kasai Marine Park)

Development of Geothermal Energy

cumstances. Our aim is to export
this management technology to
Southeast Asia, where the condi-
tions of geological structure and 
natural disasters are similar to 
those of Japan.”

Kiso-Jiban Consultants: Green infrastructure projects 
adapted to Asia’s natural environment 

www.kisojiban.com

“We want to expand 
our business to 
Asia by developing 
new technologies in 
geotechnical research.” 

Yoshiyuki Yagiura,  
President of Kiso-Jiban 
Consultants Co., Ltd.
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Risk Assessment for Offshore 
Geohazard

Creating comfortable building en-
vironments while caring for the 
environment: that is the role of 
TOTECH Group, which has pro-
vided top-quality air-conditioning 
systems, building automation 
systems, facility instrumentation 
devices and maintenance services 
for more than 60 years. 

Thanks to its long-cultivated 
technology and know-how, TO-
TECH Group boasts the unique 
ability to supply the best solutions 
for all types of facilities from fac-
tories, office buildings to material 
centers such as data centers and 
so on. TOTECH Group’s highly ef-
ficient systems can also support 
significant energy savings for its 
clients, with whom it has direct 
contact to ensure their needs are 
accurately met.   

“Our greatest strength is that 
we are a part of a large network, 
serving more than one hundred 
companies including Azbil, Yan-
mar and Daikin. We serve as a 

trader for them as well as provid-
ing engineering and maintenance 
solutions,” says president, Kat-
sumi Nagao.

“In a sense, we serve as a one-
stop shop for all of their needs. 
We are able to roll out automa-
tion and control of the buildings 

and can provide a tailor-made 
approach to each of the environ-
ments that we service.”

Smart cities require smart 
buildings. As a company at the 
forefront of its field, TOTECH 
Group is looking toward the smart 
building future and the utilization 
of AI, IoT and Big Data in the 
management of building environ-
ment systems. Such technolo-
gies will further enhance TOTECH 
Group’s capabilities in providing 
the most comfortable environ-
ments, improved maintenance 
services and increased energy 
savings, the latter being an impor-
tant consideration given today’s 
climate change challenges. 

As Mr. Nagao explains: “When it 
comes to energy efficiency and re-
ally being able to optimize energy 
efficiency moving forward, we are 
looking to how we can better uti-
lize IoT, AI, and data in order to 
really provide the best systems for 
the future age of energy usage.”

Thanks to its extensive network and long-standing experience, TOTECH Group can provide
clients with tailor-made facility environment systems offering significant energy savings. 

The one-stop service towards energy saving

“Right now we 
are looking to find 
the solutions for 
our clients that 
incorporate IoT, AI,  
as well as wireless 
data transfer.”

Katsumi Nagao,  
President,  
TOTECH Corporation

www.totech.co.jp/en/
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